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Table 55.3 Microbiologic Criteria for Diagnosis of
Nontuberculous Mycobacteria Lung Disease

Specimen Results

At least three sputum Two positive cultures® regardless of
results available the results of AFB smear
or

Single available bronchial One positive culture regardless of the
wash or lavage results of AFB smear
or

Tissue biopsy Compatible histopathiGlogy

(granulomatous inflammation) and a
positive biopsy culture for NTM

Compatible histopathelogy
(granulomatous inflammation) and
a pasitiveisputunmor bronchial wash
onlavage culture for NTM

*Two positive cultures isolating tpEBase SPeciesOr subspecies in the case of
Mycobacterium abscessus.
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